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we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s fellow worker in the gospel of Christ,
* to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith, 3 so that no one would be disturbed by these afflictions;
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So then, brethren,
stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.
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To confirm and strengthen the Thessalonian believers in their God-given standing and “walk” that pleases God

—showing that true Christian knowing is the faithful continuation and deepening of a received way of life—

* by giving sustained thanksgiving that interprets their conversion, imitation, and endurance (and Paul’s own
manner of ministry among them) as the gospel’s effective work,

* by issuing concrete parenetic exhortations that call them to abound more in holiness and love, and

* by reorienting their communal life through eschatological comfort and vigilance in view of the Lord’s coming.
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* 1:1-10: Greetings and Gospel thanksgiving

* 2:1-16: Paul’s recollection of his ministry in Thessalonica
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* 1:1-12: Greetings and Thanksgiving
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